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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Copper Crooks
Threaten Lives

BRANISLAV | ISTOCK.COM

MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON
WOULD YOU RISK BEING HIT BY LIGHTNING FOR $100? It’s a bit ludicrous, but that’s about what metal theft amounts to. It’s hard to
understand why anyone would put their life on the line for a few dollars—to take
such a huge risk for such a small return—but it happens.
Thefts of copper (and sometimes aluminum and bronze) are still an unfortunate
fact at abandoned commercial buildings, empty homes and—most dangerously—
power substations near neighborhoods. We need your help to keep our equipment
safe, prevent outages and save lives.
Rusk County Electric Cooperative uses copper to ground equipment, protecting it
from electrical surges and lightning by giving electricity a safe path to ground. We
use a lot of copper wire in our substations, where we step down high-voltage
electricity arriving from distant power
plants before it travels to your neighborhood. Then another transformer
near your home—either mounted on
a utility pole or in a big box on the
ground—lowers the voltage again so
you can use the power at home. Copper is an essential component every
step of the way.
Metal thieves can collect a couple
hundred dollars’ worth of wire from a
substation, but they leave behind a
repair
bill in the hundreds of thousands
Copper theft is on the rise. Call your co-op if
millions, if the theft causes a
—or
even
you see anything unusual.
fire. Fire in a substation can destroy
regulators, switches, transformers and other expensive equipment. Thousands of
co-op members are temporarily left in the dark after these incidents, even though
co-ops move quickly to reroute power to affected areas.
Even without the damage done to co-op systems, the toll packs a big punch, since
other equipment can be ruined without the protection that copper wires provide.
There’s also the potential for loss of life.
Our linemen are highly trained professionals who understand the dangers of
working with electricity and take proper safety precautions. To protect the public,
we surround our substations with secure fencing and post warning signs. But some
thieves will not be deterred.
Please help us prevent these thefts. If you notice anything unusual, such as an
open substation gate, unprotected equipment or hanging wire, call Rusk County EC
immediately at (903) 657-4571. If you see anyone other than our utility personnel or
contractors around substations or other electric facilities, call the police.

18

Texas Co-op Power RUSK COUNTY EC March 2017

Stay Informed
WE TRY TO KEEP RUSK COUNTY Electric Cooperative members informed
with important news, events, announcements, outages and more through our
website, Facebook page and local
media.
Another way to get up-to-date information is by signing up to receive emails
through our Member News discussion
list. It’s easy to sign up and is one way of
getting the information you need.
To sign up, go to rcelectric.org and
click on the NEWS button that appears
on our homepage. It only takes a minute,
and you will be notified by email when
something occurs that you need to know
about.
If you need assistance, give us a call—
or come see us at the 80th annual meeting April 20.

Henderson Lobby
Temporarily Closed
THE HENDERSON LOBBY and drivethru window will be closed in early
March for renovations. The estimated
time for renovations is two months.
Members who prefer to walk in and
pay in person can still do so by driving
to the back of the main building and
entering through the Community
Room door on the east end. (Look
for the signs.)
We offer other payment options
that you can use during this time:
a Pay by phone
a Pay by mail
a SmartHub
a Recurring credit card
a Bank draft
a Alternate walk-in locations:
Lakeport office, Carthage office

rcelectric.org
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Employee Honored for Volunteerism Outage
Reports

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS presented Rusk County
Electric Cooperative Branch Manager Angie
Sherow with two trophies for her volunteer work
in 2016. Sherow received an award for Volunteer
Rookie of the Year and an award for Exceptional
Volunteer Service to the Armed Forces.
Sherow has been a volunteer for the American
Red Cross for two years. Most of her work is at
the Veterans Homes, which is a retirement and
assisted care facility for veterans. She helps
organize a variety of activities and events for the
residents.
To become a volunteer with the American
Red Cross, you can sign up at redcross.org.

To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:
a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER
This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

SAVE THE DATE!
T H U R S DAY
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RUSK COUNTY EC
80TH ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, April 20, 2017
Henderson Civic Center

Door prizes | Popcorn | Sausage-on-a-stick
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Rusk County Electric Cooperative’s
Annual Meeting will be at the Henderson Civic Center and is
for members only. Voting ballots will be included in the April
issue of Texas Co-op Power, along with additional information about the annual meeting.

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative

TA P H O U S E _ ST U D I OS | I STO C K .CO M

Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.

begins at 2 a.m. Sunday,
March 12. Remember to
spring forward—set your
clocks an hour ahead.

rcelectric.org
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DAYLIGHT
SAVING TIME
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Plant the Right Tree
in the Right Place
Trees beautify our neighborhoods, and
when planted in the right spot, can even
help lower energy bills. But the wrong
tree in the wrong place can be a hazard…
especially to power lines.

For more tips on
smart tree planting in
your community, contact
your local electric
cooperative or visit
www.ArborDay.org.

LARGE TREES

MEDIUM TREES

Height/spread of
more than 40 feet,
such as:

Height/spread of
25 to 40 feet,
such as:

Avoid planting within 20 feet of
power lines. When planting within
20 feet is unavoidable, use only
shrubs and small trees.

• Maple • Birch
• Oak
• Sweetgum
• Spruce • Linden
• Pine

• Washington
hawthorn
• Goldenraintree
• Eastern redbud
• American
arborvitae
• Dogwoods

Height /spread of no
more than 25 feet
such as:

SMALL TREES

• Star magnolia
• Crabapple
• Lilac
40ft.

40ft. high or less
les

Tree pruning zone

Maximum tree
height 25ft.

70ft.

60ft.

50ft.

40ft.

30ft.

20ft.

10ft.

0

Be safe! Always call 811 before you dig to locate any buried utility lines.
Source: The Arbor Day Foundation and the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
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If you touch power lines, even if it’s just for a second, they could very well be the last thing you ever
touch. So we simply can’t stress this enough: Keep your ladder, your tools, and most important, yourself
far away from power lines.

RUSK COUNTY
E L EC T R I C CO O P E RAT I V E

Looking out for you

2:00 PM

