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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

This May, Plug Into Safety
MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON
THIS MONTH, I’D LIKE TO TAKE A MOMENT to reflect on the importance of safety. We all depend on electricity to power our lives, but
accidents can happen when electricity is improperly used.
May is National Electrical Safety Month, and throughout the month, Rusk
County Electric Cooperative will work to raise awareness about the dangers of
electricity. Visit our website, rcelectric.org, and our Facebook page to see safety tips
and reminders.

Our Responsibility to You
We care deeply about the well-being of our members and encourage you to plug into
safety especially this month. Thousands of people in the U.S. are critically injured or
killed each year as a result of electrical fires, accidents and electrocution in their own
homes, according to the Electrical Safety Foundation International.
To promote safety education in our local communities, we conduct safety programs for local schools and other groups. We provide electrical safety content in
Texas Co-op Power, and we encourage the public to contact us if they
see a downed power line or any
other type of dangerous electrical
situation. We strive to provide our
communities with safe, reliable and
affordable electricity and serve as
your
trusted energy advisor, now
ELECTRIC CO-OPS
and well into the future.

are committed to
keeping members
and employees SAFE.

Our Responsibility to Employees

It is no accident that safety is a top
priority at your electric co-op. We
are committed to a culture of safety
that is integral to our daily operations. We participate in programs
and follow specific guidelines and
protocols for electrical safety that
are considered leading practices.
Our lineworkers are required to
wear personal protective equipment at all times when on the job. This includes special fire-resistant clothing that will self-extinguish, limiting potential injuries from
burns and sparks. Insulated and rubber gloves are worn in tandem to protect from
electrical shock. Our safety team regularly discusses important safety issues pertaining to work in our buildings and out in the field.
As the general manager of Rusk County EC, I believe it is my duty and responsibility to raise awareness about the importance of electrical safety. Take a moment to
plug into safety. Please visit rcelectric.org for tips about how to keep yourself and
your loved ones safe.
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10 Simple Spring
Energy Savers
FOLLOW THESE SPRINGTIME TIPS to help
save energy and lower your electric bill:
1. Call a qualified technician to service
your central air-conditioning system.
HVAC equipment needs servicing every
year to head off major problems and keep
the system running smoothly all summer.
2. As long as the spring weather is
mild, open a window instead of turning
on the air conditioner. Draw soft spring
breezes into the home by turning on your
ceiling fans.
3. Cook outside on the grill. When
you don’t turn on the cooktop or oven,
you don’t heat up your house.
4. Close the shades. It’s tempting to
leave them open on beautiful, sunny
days, but that heat can find its way into
your house through the windows and
tempt you to crank up the AC.
5. If it’s sunny but not hot outdoors,
throw those curtains open and let the natural daylight illuminate your home. Then,
turn off any lights. You won’t need them.
6. Don’t have a programmable thermostat yet? It’s time. Sometimes spring
weather calls for heat, and sometimes
you need the AC. A programmable thermostat will help you limit how much
energy you use for either by automatically turning the temperature up or down
as needed.
7. Seal the ducts in your central airconditioning system. Leaky ducts can
push your cooling costs up by as much
as 30 percent.
8. Likewise, caulk around windows and
electrical outlets so cool air can’t escape
your house and hot air can’t get in.
9. Keep your home’s humidity levels
low by running kitchen and bathroom
exhaust fans—but only until the smoke or
steam clears.
10. Change your AC filter. A clogged
filter forces your system to work harder
and use more energy. It also can send
the dust and allergens it collects right
back into your indoor air.
rcelectric.org
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Outage
Reports
To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:
a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER
This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

RCEC directors Kenneth Keeling, left, and Richard “Trey” Hacker display certificates
acknowledging their advanced director training.

RCEC Directors Complete Certification
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE directors Kenneth Keeling and Richard “Trey”
Hacker recently received Credentialed Cooperative Director certificates. Offered by
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the CCD certificate program is
a set of five courses that focus on basic governance knowledge and skills required of
cooperative directors. The CCD curriculum provides the important foundation that
directors require to effectively oversee the business of their cooperatives.

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative
Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.

Happy
Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 14

rcelectric.org

CH ARLI EAJA | ISTO CK.COM

from Rusk County EC
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Green Farms: A Family Tradition for Five G
BY LEESA GREEN

Brady Green

Greg Green

THE GREEN FAMILY began farming watermelons in Rusk County
around 1915, even before rural cooperatives were formed.
Theirs is thought to be the first commercial watermelon farm
in Texas.
During the early days, watermelons were delivered one
wagonload at a time. Many changes came to the industry over
the next few decades, such as large-scale shipments, improved
varieties and new packing techniques. Using these methods
during the 1960s and ’70s, the Green family became one of the
largest watermelon growers and shippers in the United States.
During the 1980s, ’90s and early 2000s, Green Farms
downsized due to regional factors of land availability and
labor shortages, and concentrated mainly on the Texas and
Louisiana markets. The introduction of the modern farming
elements of plastic, drip irrigation and seedless varieties
further pushed Green Farms into becoming a smaller, more
intense, per-acre grower. Today, Greg Green Farms is a modernized growing company that uses technology to optimize
every acre.
With more than 35 years of growing experience, Greg
Green has learned firsthand what it takes to successfully
operate a row-crop operation, year in and year out. Greg
Green Farms has remained a small, family-run farm with
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approximately 20–25 seasonal employees.
Greg and his son, Brady, share equally in the work, from
planting to harvest. Greg primarily tends to growing of the
crops, irrigation and other field activities. Brady, who holds a
degree from Texas A&M University in agronomy and has more
than 10 years of experience with multiple row crops and grain
crops, primarily tends to harvest, sales, logistics and plant
nutritional issues.
Melon seeds are planted in greenhouses in late February
and then transplanted into the field by early April. Starting the
plants in greenhouses allows for an earlier harvest and lessens
the chance of a late freeze destroying them. Melon harvest normally begins by June 20, weather permitting. Once gathered,
the fruit is sold not only to local consumers but also to grocery
stores and roadside vendors. The Greens also partner with the
Region 7 Education Service Center to supply fresh watermelons
to local schools as part of the farm-to-school movement.
Harvest is demanding of labor and time, and many local
people have worked for Green Farms during harvest season
over the years.
Although watermelons continue to be the primary crop,
the Greens recently added strawberries to the list of fruits
they grow.
rcelectric.org
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e Generations
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1. Axe throwing and target
2. Knife throwing
3. Birling
4. An SFA Sylvans team
member cuts down a tree in
the tree felling event.
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4
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Strawberry plants are set out by
hand in October and are ready to harvest in March or April, depending on
seasonal weather conditions. This crop
usually lasts until early June.
Harvest season is highly laborintensive, and strawberries offer a
unique challenge because they are
temperature-sensitive. The berries
must be cooled to 38 degrees within
two hours of harvest to prolong shelf
life for the consumer.
The year 2017 was the first that
Green Farms offered strawberries, and
due to demand, they plan on increasing
acreage in 2018.
Seeded watermelons, seedless watermelons, cantaloupes and strawberries
can be purchased from Greg Green
Farms at 2952 CR 216 N. in Henderson
(off Highway 43 E). Call (903) 353-0106,
or check them out on Facebook or on
the website, greggreenfarms.com.
rcelectric.org

Southern Forestry Conclave
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY hosted the 60th annual Southern Forestry
Conclave, March 16–18, with events held at Durango’s Canyon in Mount Enterprise. The annual event is a competition among colleges and universities around
the South. Contestants compete in 14 timber sports events including crosscut
sawing, axe throwing, log chopping, tree felling and birling.
In 1958, Stephen F. Austin made its mark in history as one of eight participating
schools in the inaugural Southern Forestry Conclave, sponsored by the Association
of Southern Forestry Clubs. Since that time, the conclave has grown to include
15 schools from across the southeastern U.S.
Each year, the SFA Sylvans compete in physical and technical events against
often larger universities such as Auburn University, Clemson University, Louisiana
State University, the University of Georgia and Virginia Tech.
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