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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

The Path to Energy
Independence

MRPLISKIN | ISTOCK.COM

ENERGY EFFICIENCY BENEFITS not only individuals and families but
the country as a whole. Energy efficiency, combined with energy
conservation and advances in technology in the utility industry, ultimately helps our
country on a path toward greater energy independence.
At its essence, greater efficiency means less energy is used to produce goods and
services. For individual consumers, it usually translates to a tangible financial benefit: more money in your wallet. If your co-op neighbors also are using less energy, it
means the overall cost of providing that electricity could be lower and might result in
reduced costs. For many, this is reason enough to strive for greater energy efficiency.
On a nationwide level, energy efficiency—sometimes called the “fifth fuel”—has a
more profound impact. It can potentially boost the economy by allowing consumers
and businesses to invest in other
areas. Greater efficiency may
slow the rate at which domestic
energy is depleted, diminishing
the need for foreign energy.
Start your energy-efficiency
efforts now! Every day is an
opportunity to take charge of
your energy use. Small steps can
lead to a big difference for you
and your neighbors, whether
across the road or across the
country.
Energy efficiency can be
achieved two ways. The first is
with physical change, such as
Taking small steps today toward energy efficiency
replacing
a less efficient applican make a big difference in your neighborhood.
ance with a new Energy Starcertified model or upgrading to insulated windows. Less expensive changes include
improving the seal of your home’s “envelope” by caulking around windows and doors
or sealing openings around pipes and ductwork.
The second way to realize energy efficiency is through smarter energy use. Leveraging smart thermostat technology is a good place to start. Most smart thermostats
work with an app that enables remote control by smartphone or tablet so you can
program temperatures that reflect your family’s schedule.
Sometimes, however, energy efficiency is simply a matter of exchanging old habits
for new ones, such as washing clothes in cold water instead of hot or running the
dishwasher during off-peak times.
Regardless of the path you take on the road to energy efficiency and independence, Rusk County Electric Cooperative can help you on the journey. For information about energy efficiency programs, contact us at (903) 657-4571.
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MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON

Place a fan in an open window to cool
down in the evenings.

Cool Summer
Evenings Call
for Fans, Not AC
EVEN THE HOTTEST SUMMER gives us a
break occasionally, sending pleasant temperatures and gentle breezes our way,
especially in the evenings.
When it’s not too hot outside, you can
cool your house more economically with
fans than by running your central or window air conditioner.
Placing a fan in a window circulates
the air and freshens the home by
exhausting stale air. It also can remove
odors from smoking and cooking that
tend to linger in the air when all the
windows are closed.
A ceiling fan can be used whether
the air conditioning is on or off. During
the summer, the blades send a slight
breeze down into the room and will
make anyone in that room feel more
comfortable.
But remember: Fans don’t actually
cool the house off. Instead, they make
the air feel cooler to people in rooms
where they are located because they
move the air around. So turn them off
when you leave the room.
rcelectric.org
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Money for a Cause
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC’S Relay For
Life team made a big donation to
the American Cancer Society at the
Panola County Relay For Life event.
Team Transformers held various
fundraisers beforehand, including a
silent auction for RCEC employees
and a community-wide hamburger
lunch organized by employees.
Team Transformers raised a
total for 2017 of $7,647, which they
presented to the American Cancer
Society.

Outage
Reports
To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:
a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER
This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.

RCEC employee Colton Stephenson dances on Highway 79 with a sign advertising the hamburger lunch.

Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

Old School
LONGTIME RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC Cooperative employee Tommy Strong is the proud
owner of a 1972 Pontiac Grand Prix, which he purchased more than 40 years ago.
Tommy has been a member of the Old School Posse Car Club for 17-plus years. The
club is involved in car shows around East Texas and Louisiana. The members participate in parades and set up in the parking lots of nursing homes for others to enjoy.

Tommy Strong and
his 1972 Grand Prix

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative

They pay monthly dues to be in the club. With those dues, they help folks in the
community who have fallen on hard times. The club has donated to the Angel Tree
and helped families who lost their belongings in house fires. Last year, at Christmastime, they bought presents for a struggling family that had three boys and no money
to buy Christmas presents.
Old School Posse Car Club members also set up at the annual Syrup Festival in
Henderson, the second week of November.
rcelectric.org

Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.
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Feel a Shock?
Swim away from the dock

MDE S IGNE R125 | ISTOCK.COM

BOATING, FISHING AND SWIMMING can be fun ways to enjoy the great outdoors, but
they can present dangers, too. Rusk County Electric Cooperative wants to help keep
water enthusiasts safe from the little-known hazard of electric shock drowning.
Outdated wiring and a lack of proper safety equipment and routine maintenance
on docks and boats can cause situations where electricity “leaks” into the water.
Between 10 and 15 milliamps, which is just 1⁄50 the power drawn by a 60-watt lightbulb, can cause drowning, according to the Electric Shock Drowning Prevention
Association.

Lightning Safety

FATCAMERA | I STOCK .COM

When swimming, keep clear of docks
that have electrical equipment or
boats plugged into shore power.

If electric current is present in fresh water and someone swims into that energized water, the result can be electric shock drowning. If the electrical current is
strong enough, the shock can cause muscle paralysis, which leaves the affected individual unable to swim to safety. This is a particularly dangerous hazard because it’s
impossible to tell by sight if the water is energized.
People should not swim around docks with electrical equipment or boats plugged
into shore power. If a person is in the water and feels an electric current, that individual should shout to alert others, try to stay upright, tuck up the legs to become
smaller, and swim away from anything that could be energized. The swimmer should
not head toward boat or dock ladders to get out but swim to the shore instead.
If you see someone whom you suspect is being shocked, you should not immediately jump in to save them. Instead, throw them a float, turn off the shore power connection at the meter base, and/or unplug shore power cords. Try to eliminate the
source of electricity as quickly as possible, then call for help.
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IT ONLY TAKES ONE STRIKE of lightning
to change a person’s life forever. Lightning can cause serious injuries and death.
Unfortunately, lightning can be unpredictable. It does not have to be raining
for lightning to strike, and you can be
injured even if you are inside.
Lightning can strike up to 10 miles
away from a thunderstorm. If you can
hear thunder, you are within striking distance. It is best to plan ahead so you are
not caught outside in a storm. However,
if you cannot take shelter in a building,
you can follow these tips to lessen the
chances of a lightning accident:
a Take shelter in a vehicle with a solid
metal roof. Close windows and avoid contact with electrical-conducting paths, such
as the steering wheel, gearshift or radio.
a Avoid water, high ground and open
spaces.
a Do not seek safety in open-frame
shelters or vehicles, such as golf carts.
a Do not stand near poles, metal
fences or bleachers, trees or even other
people. Groups of people should spread
out at least 20 feet apart.
a Wait until 30 minutes has passed
without lightning or thunder until you
return outside.
Even indoors, lightning requires safety
precautions. If lightning strikes your
home, it can travel through electronics
and plumbing. It is safest to stay away
from electronics, outlets and plumbing
during storms.
rcelectric.org
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May Storms Hit RCEC Area
RUSK COUNTY EC’S service area was hit hard in May by tornadoproducing storms that caused major damages.
As shown in the pictures, large trees fell and were tangled
among the power lines, causing major outages. Linemen and
right-of-way crews worked long hours in dangerous conditions
to get power restored as quickly as possible, with safety being
the main focus.

In the event of a major outage, we try to keep members
updated on our website and through Facebook. Another way to
stay informed is through RCEC Member News. You can sign up
by going to rcelectric.org and clicking on the NEWS button
under RCEC Member News on the homepage. During a major
outage, RCEC’s general manager sends updates to members
via email.

Trees and power lines were knocked
down during May storms.

rcelectric.org
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