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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Seven Cooperative Principles
A refresher course in the tenets that guide your co-op

PEOPLE IMAGE S | ISTOCK.COM

MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE WAS FOUNDED MORE THAN

75 years ago on these principles that still guide us today:
1. Voluntary and Open Membership: Cooperatives are voluntary organizations,

open to all persons able to use their services and willing to accept the responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, political or religious
discrimination.
2. Democratic Member Control: Cooperatives are democratic organizations controlled by their members, who actively participate in setting policies and making
decisions.
3. Members’ Economic Participation: Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control, the capital of their cooperative.
4. Autonomy and Independence: Cooperatives are autonomous self-help organizations controlled by their members. If they enter into agreements with other organizations, they do so on terms that ensure democratic control by their members and
maintain their cooperative autonomy.
5. Education, Training and Information: Cooperatives provide education and training for members, representatives, managers and employees so they can contribute
effectively to the development of their cooperative. They inform the public, young
people and opinion leaders about the benefits of cooperation.
6. Cooperation Among Cooperatives: Cooperatives serve members and strengthen
the cooperative movement by working together through local, national, regional
and international structures.
7. Concern for Community: Cooperatives work for the sustainable development of
their communities through policies and activities accepted by their members.

Five Easy Steps
to Safety at Home

KALI 9 | ISTOC K.COM

Cooperatives work
to make a difference
in the community.
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ARC-FAULT AND GROUND-FAULT CIRCUIT
interrupters protect electrical systems,
but they must be tested to work properly.
In areas where water and electricity
could combine to create a ground fault—
bathrooms and kitchens, or pools or hot
tubs—a GFCI can prevent electric shock by
shutting off electricity to a faulty circuit.
To test a GFCI:
1. Push the outlet’s RESET button.
2. Plug in a night light and turn it on.
3. Push the TEST button. The night light
should turn off.
4. Push the RESET button. The night
light should go on again.
5. If the light does not turn off when the
TEST button is pushed, stop using the
outlet and contact an electrician.
An arc fault in a building’s wiring can
start a fire in the electrical system. An
AFCI in a service panel can detect a fault
and cut power to the affected circuit
before a fire can start.
To test an AFCI:
1. Open the electrical service panel.
2. With the breaker switch in the on
position, press the TEST button.
3. The breaker should trip.
4. If the breaker trips, it is working. Turn
it off and then on again to reset.
5. If it does not trip, contact a licensed
electrician to replace it.
rcelectric.org
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RCEC Lineman Deploying to Africa

Outage
Reports

RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE EMPLOYEE GABRIEL POWELL DEPLOYS TO

To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:

Africa in September for duty with a National Guard Infantry unit based out of Kilgore. The unit, which includes family members of RCEC employees and other
locals, will remain in Africa until July 2018.
Co-workers gathered to wish Powell well at a party in his honor, sharing words of
encouragement and offering prayers for his safe return. Those attending gave him a
standing ovation for his service.

a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER
This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

Students Attend ETREYS 2017
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE WAS WELL REPRESENTED THIS YEAR BY AN

outstanding group of high school students at the East Texas Rural Electric Youth
Seminar, held the last week in June at East Texas Baptist University in Marshall.
Sarah Owens was selected to serve as the youth director for ETREYS 2018.
Will Tate and Jackson Blair won scholarships and the chance to participate in the
Government-in-Action Youth Tour trip to Washington, D.C.
ETREYS 2017 participants are, from left, Kaylee Cox, Erin Keating, Coulter Stacy, Trinity
Wright, Youth Director Creighton Rogers, Robyn McCauley, Will Tate, Sarah Owens, Jackson
Blair, Alexandria Windom and Riley Seegers.

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative
Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.

rcelectric.org
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RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Keys to a Safe Harvest

Coming Soon:
Prepaid Billing

FOR NATIONAL FARM SAFETY AND HEALTH WEEK, SEPTEMBER 17–23, RUSK COUNTY

Pay-as-You-Go Electricity
Look for details soon!

AVALON_STUDIO | I STOCK.COM

Electric Cooperative would like to remind farmworkers that preparation and
awareness are the keys to a safe harvest.
Harvest season is one of the busiest times of the year for farmers—and among
the most dangerous. We encourage farm managers to share the following information before taking to the fields to keep themselves, other farmworkers and their
families safe from farm-related electrical accidents.
a Start every morning by planning your day’s work. Know what jobs will be near
power lines and devise a plan to keep the assigned workers safe.
a Keep yourself and equipment at least 10 feet away from power lines in all
directions at all times.

Happy
Labor Day
Rusk County EC will be closed
Monday, September 4, for Labor
Day. Crews will be on standby in
case of outages.
WMASTER890 | ISTOCK.COM

a As in any outdoor work, be careful not to raise any equipment, such as ladders,
poles or rods, into power lines. Remember, nonmetallic materials such as lumber,
tree limbs, tires, ropes and hay can conduct electricity.
a Use care when raising augers or the beds of grain trucks. It can be difficult to
estimate distance—especially in a mirror—and sometimes a power line is closer
than it looks. Use a spotter to make certain you stay far away from power lines.
a Always lower portable augers or elevators to their lowest possible level, under
14 feet, before moving or transporting them.
a Be aware of increased height when loading and transporting modern tractors,
which are larger with higher antennas.
a Never attempt to raise or move a power line to clear a path. If power lines near
your property have sagged over time, call the cooperative to repair them.
a Don’t use metal poles when breaking up bridged grain inside and around bins.
a Use qualified electricians to make repairs on any electrical systems.
a If you are on equipment that makes contact with a power line, do not exit the
equipment. When you step off, you could become the electricity’s path to ground
and receive a fatal shock. Wait until cooperative workers have de-energized the line
and confirmed that it is safe for you to exit.
a If the vehicle is on fire and you must exit, jump clear of it with both feet
together. Hop as far from the vehicle as you can with your feet together. Keeping
your feet together can help prevent you from getting shocked.
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Power Tip
Setting your thermostat to a colder
setting than normal when you turn on
your air conditioner will not cool your
home any faster and could result in
excessive cooling and unnecessary
expense.

rcelectric.org
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RCEC Gives Safety Presentation
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE PRESENTED A SAFETY

program July 21 at the Texas Forestry Association Annual
Meeting in Lufkin.
Robert Bryson, RCEC director of safety and training, was
one of the guest speakers. He discussed safety issues and hazards encountered in East Texas, where we have lots of tall trees.
He also showed some causes of power outages and what happens when a vehicle or object comes in contact with electricity.
1. Charlie Gardner, left, and Robert Bryson’s classroom presentation
2. The group watches RCEC’s arcing demo. 3. Chris Lawson and Ty
Eastland demonstrate arcing. 4. Left to right, Houston County EC’s
Charlie Gardner with RCEC employees Robert Bryson, Chris Lawson
and Ty Eastland

Charlie Gardner, operations supervisor for Houston County
Electric Cooperative, also addressed the group, emphasizing
how important it was to remember to look up and be aware of
overhead power lines.
After the classroom program, an arcing demonstration was
held outside, where trained linemen showed what can happen
when items such as tree limbs, rope, clothing, gloves and skin
touch a live power line.
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