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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Shop Local for Yuletide
Pride and Prosperity
MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON
’TIS THE SEASON, AND MOST OF US WILL SPEND THIS MONTH

Decorate Without
Danger
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shopping for, buying, wrapping and giving gifts. If you value our
community like I do, you might go out of your way to buy locally.
I love the feeling of walking into my favorite locally owned shop, restaurant or
store and knowing that the products, labor and profit involved can make a positive
impact on my community. The spirit of Main Street is embodied in these businesses, just like it is in Rusk County Electric Cooperative.
Electric co-ops are as local and community-centered as they come. Founded to
bring electricity to communities that didn’t interest the big, investor-owned utilities, electric cooperatives
have been a cornerstone of
community and economic
development in rural America and beyond for decades.
The feeling I get when I
frequent businesses in our
community is the same feeling I get when I walk into
work at the co-op every day:
pride. I am proud to be a
part of an organization that
serves the community in
which we live instead of a
group of shareholders who
might never set foot in our
service territory.
Your electric cooperative
is a nonprofit. When we
make more money than we
need to keep the lights on
safely and reliably, we return it to our members in the form of capital credits. This
means that after all co-op expenses are paid, any additional money we earn goes
back into our community instead of into a shareholder’s pocket.
And because we are owned by you, our members, we have a vested interest in
making sure our community prospers. We do this by investing in economic development and community service programs.
I hope you view Rusk County EC not just as your electric utility provider but also
as a local business that brings pride and prosperity to our community. If you are
interested in learning more, please stop by the co-op or give us a call.
We believe that being a part of this community is the most valuable gift, and we
hope you feel the same way. Merry Christmas and happy holidays to everyone in
your family, from everyone at your co-op family.

DECORATING FOR THE HOLIDAYS CAN
be fun, but take steps to protect your
home and family from decorating hazards with these quick tips:
a Inspect ladders for loose or missing
screws, hinges and bolts before use.
a Use the proper ladder height,
ensuring that ladders extend at least
3 feet past the edge of the roof.
a Exercise caution when decorating
near power lines. Keep yourself and
equipment at least 10 feet away.
a Inspect lights, decorations and
cords for damage before using them.
a Make sure cords are not pinched by
doors, windows or heavy furniture, which
could damage the cord’s insulation.
a Make sure extension cords and electrical decorations used for outdoor decorating are marked safe for outdoor use.
a Fasten outdoor lights securely to
trees, the house or other firm supports
to protect them from wind damage.
a Do not mount or support light
strings in a way that might damage the
cord’s insulation.
a Make sure spotlights used to illuminate decorations are well-ventilated, protected from weather and a safe distance
from flammable items.
a Avoid overloading electrical outlets
with too many decorations or electrical
devices.
a Turn off all electrical decorations
before leaving home or going to sleep.
rcelectric.org
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Deck the Halls With LEDs

Outage
Reports
To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:
a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER
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This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

REMEMBER OLD-SCHOOL CHRISTMAS LIGHTS? WHEN ONE WENT OUT, THEY ALL DID.

But not anymore, if you use LEDs for holiday decorating. These hardy, energysaving bulbs give you one less thing to worry about during the holidays.
Why are LED holiday lights better than traditional ones?

a The look of LED lighting is now on par with that of traditional bulbs. LEDs
come in warm, inviting colors with a variety of light beam patterns and dimming
levels.
a LEDs have an operational life span of about 20,000 hours—enough to last for
40 holiday seasons.
a LED bulbs don’t have glass or filaments, making them durable and resistant to
breaking.
a An outage in an individual LED bulb generally doesn’t darken the whole strand.
a LEDs use less energy. Running LEDs on a 6-foot Christmas tree 12 hours a day
for 40 days can save about 90 percent of the cost of using traditional lights.
a Because they use less energy, it’s safe to connect multiple LED strands end-toend without overloading the wall socket. Also, they’re cool to the touch, reducing
the risk of fire.

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY
NEW YEAR

rcelectric.org
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Rusk County EC will be closed
Friday, December 22, and Monday,
December 25, for Christmas, and
Monday, January 1, for New Year’s.

Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.
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Cliff and Delores Holubec from Athens enjoy a beautiful day at the park.

Martin Creek Lake State Park
A great place to celebrate the season (and any season)
MARTIN CREEK LAKE STATE PARK, COMPRISING ALMOST 287 ACRES,

is located in Rusk County between Henderson and Tatum off
Highway 43. Local and out-of-town guests enjoy camping at
this beautiful and well-maintained park with activities for all
ages during the year. Park employees plan events such as geocaching, stargazing, night hikes, canoe rides, “Trunk or Treat,”
holiday bicycle parades, building birdhouses, making sundials
and kites, and more.
There are 58 RV campsites with electric and water hookups,
and fire rings for campfires with grates for cooking. If you
don’t have a camper or tent, cabins and screened shelters are
available and popular for large groups and family gatherings.
An island, located across a walkway, is referred to as “primitive
acres” due to the fact there is no water or electricity.
A picnic pavilion with space for 75 people can be rented
for company or large groups. A large swimming and picnic
area with a playground is popular with day visitors.
The warm waters of Martin Creek Lake make fishing popular with East Texas anglers, especially those fishing for bass
and catfish. There is a large pier overlooking the water where
you can sit, relax and spend quality time with family and
22

Texas Co-op Power RUSK COUNTY EC December 2017

friends—and maybe reel in a mess of fish for dinner.

History
This land first provided food, water and shelter to groups of
Native Americans who moved from place to place, usually
following the seasons or food. The Caddo Indians eventually
created permanent villages along waterways in this area. They
grew crops such as corn, beans and squash, and cultivated a
complex society. The Caddo were well-known among tribes in
the South, maintaining far-reaching trade routes.
Anglo settlers moved into this part of Texas in the early
19th century, displacing the Caddo. Martin Creek Lake bears
the name of one of the first Anglo settlers, Daniel Martin, who
settled nearby with his family in 1833.
These settlers transformed a narrow Indian trail into
Trammel’s Trace, a wagon road that wound its way from Texas
to Arkansas. Trammel’s Trace brought more people here, as
did the Henderson-to-Shreveport road. With the establishment of the town of Harmony Hill, this area became a natural
rest stop for travelers.
On the eve of the Civil War, Harmony Hill was a small but
rcelectric.org
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1. A historical landmark on the old road to Henderson from Harmony Hill
2. Screened shelters are available to rent.
3. A spacious fishing pier overlooks the lake.
4. The park’s picnic and swimming areas are popular with families.
5. Entrance to Martin Creek Lake State Park

bustling stop on the road to Shreveport. Travelers and residents shopped at a handful of stores and attended churches.
Just like the Caddo, many settlers relied on agriculture. Cotton
gins and grist mills served the town, along with a small furniture factory and a blacksmith shop.
Railroads brought prosperity to many towns in Texas but
not Harmony Hill. When the railroad bypassed the village in
favor or nearby Tatum, Harmony Hill faced a sharp decline.
By 1900, just a few families still lived here.
All that remains now of the early settlements are a few
trails that crisscross the woods of Martin Lake State Park.
Some of the park’s hiking trails use these historic routes, too.
When you hit the three trails—Old Henderson Road Loop,
Harmony Hill Loop and Island Trails—you may be sharing the
paths with the generations that walked before you.

Nature
In the fall, the forest offers a colorful show of foliage displayed
by varieties of hardwoods that stand along the lakeshore. Deer,
squirrels, woodpeckers, raccoons and a variety of birds can be
seen daily. You might even get a glimpse of an eagle soaring
rcelectric.org

above the tall trees in the park.
Check out monthly events scheduled at Martin Lake or any
Texas state park by going to the Texas Parks & Wildlife Departments website at tpwd.texas.gov.
Events scheduled for this month at Martin Lake are:
Christmas in the Piney Woods 2017, December 1–2, 6–9 p.m.

Take a ride through the Piney Woods and enjoy the festive
light displays. Families have the opportunity to visit with
Santa Claus and enjoy hot chocolate or cider by the fire at the
Group Picnic Pavilion. Entrance fees are waived for all visitors
who bring a new, unwrapped toy to donate to the community’s
Operation Blue Santa.
East Texas Black Pot Cookers, Fourth Saturday of Each Month,
9 a.m.

Members cook various meals and also give demonstrations
on Dutch oven basics . New members are welcome to join in or
just stop by and see what Dutch oven cooking is all about. Food
is served at noon, so bring your own plate and fork, and sample
some great campfire cooking.
For more information, visit the park website or contact the
office at (903) 836-4336.
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