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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Make the Roads Safe

Mark Your Calendar
T H U R S DAY

MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON
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SAFETY IS, WAS AND ALWAYS WILL BE A PRIORITY AT RUSK COUNTY

APRIL
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MEETING
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Electric Cooperative. This includes the safety of you, our members, as well as that of our employees.
We are proud of our safety record and the measures that we put in place to safeguard those who work to bring you a steady supply of electricity. That especially
goes for our lineworkers and
support crews, who have some
of the most dangerous jobs
around.
Our constant focus on
safety includes meetings and
classes in which employees
receive training in staying safe
around dangerous equipment
and in hazardous situations.
Our co-op’s strategic plan
always contains a strong safety
component designed to keep
our workers and the public out
of harm’s way.
Working around electricity,
often far above the ground and
in all weather conditions, is
inherently dangerous. But not
all the dangers our employees
face come from the weather,
climbing or power lines. If you
are not paying attention when
you are behind the wheel, the
danger might come from you.
While some of our crews’ most dangerous work is
Sometimes the job of buildhigh in the sky, distracted drivers on the ground also
pose a significant risk.
ing a line or restoring power
places our crews at the sides of
narrow roads that run through our service territory. It’s in these situations that you
can help keep your electric cooperative workers safe.
If you see utility vehicles and line crews working, give them and the road ahead
all of your attention.
Slow down and, if it is safe, move over to give crews as much space as possible.
Respect traffic cones, flashing lights and other signals. They could be the only
thing between your car and workers or equipment.
With your cooperation, the dangers of line work don’t have to be increased by
traffic. There is much our crews can do to enhance their safety, but there’s not much
protection from a distracted driver.
Please be careful, be aware, slow down and help protect Rusk County EC’s most
valuable asset: our people.
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Reminder for
Graduating High
School Seniors
Scholarship applications
must be postmarked by
March 2.

rcelectric.org
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Open House at New
Lakeport Branch Office

Outage
Reports
To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:

EMPLOYEES AND DIRECTORS WELCOMED MEMBERS AT AN OPEN HOUSE ON DECEMBER

a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER

13. Members visited and enjoyed refreshments while touring the facility and viewing the convenient drive-thru window.

This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

Pictured, left to right, are Lakeport Branch Supervisor Angie Sherow, Director Emily Whitworth,
Branch Office Clerk Elena Clark, and directors Nora Tipps, Jay Innerarity and Trey Hacker.

Apply Now for ETREYS
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, ALONG WITH EIGHT OTHER EAST TEXAS COOP-

eratives, sponsors students to attend the East Texas Rural Electric Youth Seminar
leadership camp each summer. The camp is for students who have completed their
sophomore or junior year in high school.
ETREYS will be held June 25–29 at East Texas Baptist University in Marshall,
and all expenses are paid for the students selected to represent RCEC and their
schools.
The purpose of ETREYS is to enhance leadership and problem-solving skills in a
positive learning environment. Participants meet outstanding speakers from
around the country, can compete for scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $2,500,
and set their lives on a positive course for success. Students also have the opportunity to make new friends from among the 125 other ETREYS attendees from East
Texas high schools.
In addition, two of the 12 students representing RCEC will win an all-expensespaid trip to Washington, D.C., sponsored by RCEC. Those two students will be part
of the 2019 Government-in-Action Youth Tour.
For more information on the ETREYS program and to apply, see your school
counselor or contact Gloria Keith at (903) 657-4571.
rcelectric.org

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative
Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.
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RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Committed to Community Bylaws Excerpt
RCEC EMPLOYEES HOLD AN ANNUAL TOY AND FOOD DRIVE THAT BENEFITS FAMILIES IN

the community. This year we also saved newspapers and made a substantial donation to the animal shelter.

Beau Rountree, left,
with Cliff Furtick
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SECTION 11. NOMINATION OF DIRECTORS
It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to appoint a nominating committee
at the regular meeting of the Board of
Directors in January. The nominating
committee shall consist of not more than
eleven members, at least one of whom
shall be selected from each of the districts of the project so as to insure equitable representation. No member of the
Board of Directors may serve on such
committee.
The committee shall prepare and post
at the principal office of the Cooperative
by the first Friday of the month preceding the Annual Meeting a list of nominations for Directors.
Any fifteen or more members acting
together may make other nominations
by petition by the second Friday of the
month preceding the Annual Meeting
and the Secretary shall cause to be
posted such nominations at the same
place where the list of nominations
made by the committee is posted.
The Secretary shall cause to be
mailed with the notice of the meeting or
separately, but at least ten days before
the date of the meeting, a statement of
the number of Directors and nominees
to be arranged by districts, and shall
specify separately the nomi nations
made by the committee on nominations
and also the nominations made by petition, if any.
The members may, at any meeting at
which a Director or Directors shall be
removed as herein provided, elect a successor or successors thereto without
compliance with the foregoing provisions
with respect to nominations, except that
the new Director must reside in the same
district as the Director in respect of
whom the vacancy occurs.
Notwithstanding anything contained
in this section, failure to comply with
any of the provisions of this section
shall not affect in any manner whatsoever the validity of any election of
Directors.
rcelectric.org
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Insulate
To Feel Great
DO YOU EVER FEEL A CHILL, CRANK UP
the heat, hear the furnace kick on …
then feel no warmer? Your home might
need better insulation.

Inspect and Evaluate

RCEC Brightens
Holiday Parades
Rusk County Electric
participated in the
Kilgore, Henderson and
Carthage Christmas
parades. The Whovillethemed float won
awards in the Kilgore
and Henderson parades.
One question everyone
seemed to ask was
“Who is the Grinch?”
Rhett Reid took on the
role in the Kilgore and
Henderson parades,
while Terry Nicholas
acted the part in
Carthage.
rcelectric.org

To determine whether you should add
insulation, find out:
a Where your home is, isn’t and
should be insulated.
a The type, including R-value and
thickness, of insulation you already have.
Check the walls, floors and ceilings in
unheated spaces such as the attic and
garage. Structural elements usually are
exposed in these areas, which makes it
easy to see the type and thickness of
surrounding insulation.
To inspect exterior wall insulation
through an electrical outlet:
1. Turn off power to the outlet.
2. Remove the cover and shine a
flashlight into the gap around the outlet
box. You should be able to see if there is
insulation in the wall and possibly how
thick it is.
3. Pull out a small amount of insulation, if needed, to help determine its type.
Use this method to check outlets on all
floors in old and new parts of your house.
Just because you find insulation in one
wall doesn’t mean it’s everywhere in the
house.

Choose the Right Insulation
Once you’ve figured out the types and
thicknesses of existing insulation, consult
the U.S. Department of Energy’s online
insulation fact sheet at energy.gov/
energysaver/insulation to determine the
corresponding R-values.
Once you find out the R-values of
your existing insulation, you then can use
the Home Energy Saver tool at
hes.lbl.gov to determine how much insulation you need and where to add it for
maximum energy efficiency.
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