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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Empowering You
To Stay Safe
MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON
AT RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, WE

one-fiftieth the amount used by a 60-watt lightbulb. You
should not swim near a dock or marina unless you know its
wiring is in good repair. You should also never swim near a
boat while it’s running.
If you see an electric shock drowning taking place, never
enter the water. You could become a victim, too. Turn the
power off if possible, call 911 and throw a life preserver to the
victim or reach out with a fiberglass hook to help the victim get
out of the water.
We recommend hiring a licensed electrician to inspect home pools, spas and hot tubs
and make any repairs or upgrades necessary
to keep the wiring up to date and safe.
Here are a few additional tips for enjoying
a day at the pool without risking your wellbeing or anyone else’s:
a Outdoor electrical outlets (including
pools and spas) should be covered and kept
dry when not in use.
a Use a ground-fault circuit interrupter for
electrical devices used outdoors. Portable
GFCIs are available for $12–$30 and don’t
require tools for installation.
a Make sure all electrical equipment used
for swimming pools, including cleaning equipment, is grounded and working properly. If
you notice pool lights flickering, stay out of
the water until a licensed electrician has
resolved the issue.
a Electrical devices and cords should be
kept at least 10 feet away from pools and spas.
Whenever possible, use battery-powered
devices outdoors instead.
a Never handle electrical devices while you are wet, either
from swimming or perspiration.
a Make sure there are no power lines over a swimming pool,
and never swim during a thunderstorm. Thunder means lightning is close enough to put you at risk of electrocution.
Our intent in relaying this information is not to frighten but
to illustrate how we all must keep a watchful eye toward safety
whenever and wherever electricity is present, and remain especially vigilant in settings where its presence may not be obvious.
PAUL H ART | I STOCK .COM

take seriously our duty to provide reliable
electricity to our members in the safest, most affordable manner possible. Though we work hard to fulfill that promise yearround, perhaps there is no better time to reiterate our
commitment than during National Electrical Safety Month.
Over these next few weeks, as our lineworkers and behindthe-scenes staff go about their vital work as steadfastly as ever,
we ask you, our members, to consider your role as our partners

in ensuring your comfort and safety. Amid the drumbeat of
daily routines, balancing work and family, we all can sometimes grow complacent about seemingly innocuous habits or
practices that could bear tragic consequences.
One critically important example of this during swimming
and boating season involves the risk of electric shock drowning. Docks and marinas carry electricity sources, which faulty
wiring or damaged cords can release into water invisibly. As
few as 10 milliamps can cause paralysis and drowning. That is
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Practical Pointers for
Electrical Safety Month
MAY IS NATIONAL ELECTRICAL SAFETY MONTH, AND RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERA-

tive is working to raise awareness about potential home electrical hazards and the
importance of electrical safety.
Our modern lives depend on electricity, and if you don’t properly maintain your
electrical products, they can create hazards. The good news is that eliminating electrical hazards from your home doesn’t have to be difficult or expensive.
Many homes and their electrical systems were built before most modern-day
home electronics and appliances were even invented. Today’s increased demand for
energy can overburden an older home’s electrical system. If you notice flickering or
dimming lights, it may indicate your home’s wiring is inadequate for your needs.
Have it checked by an electrician.

RCEC Honored by
Business Leaders
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
was presented the 2017 Business Excellence Award at the Henderson Area
Chamber of Commerce banquet February 27. This award was based on the coop’s economic impact, community
involvement and leadership. RCEC
received the award in the large business
category (25 or more employees).

Rusk County EC offers the following tips to help identify and eliminate electrical hazards to protect yourself, your family and your home:

a Make sure televisions, game systems and computer equipment have plenty of
space around them for ventilation.
Use
extension cords as temporary solutions only.
a
Do
not
place extension cords in high-traffic areas or under carpets.
a
Use
a
surge
protector to help protect your computer, televisions and other eleca
tronic equipment from damage caused by voltage changes.
a Heavy reliance on power strips is an indication that you have too few outlets for
your needs. Have additional outlets installed by a licensed electrician.
Keep
liquids away from electrical items such as televisions and computers.
a
Make
sure a lightbulb’s wattage is right for the fixture. Lightbulbs with wattages
a
that are too high for the fixture can overheat and cause a fire.
a Create a guide for your breaker box so that you know which breaker to turn off
when needed.
a Recurring tripped circuit breakers or multiple blown fuses can signify a serious
and dangerous electrical problem. Contact a licensed electrician immediately.
As always, Rusk County EC encourages you and your family to stay safe.
rcelectric.org
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Power Tip
Test refrigerator door seals for energy
efficiency by closing the door over a
piece of paper (so that it’s half in and
half out). If you can easily pull the piece
of paper out, you may need to replace
the seal or adjust the latch.
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The Potters Shed
‘It’s more about the people, not the plants’
SHANA GARY LOVED TO HELP PEOPLE. SO AFTER GRADUATING

high school, she fulfilled her dream of becoming a nurse. But
when that career came to a premature end, she went in search
of a new occupation—and found it selling plants.
Gary grew up in Mount Enterprise, where she attended
high school until moving away her junior year. After high
school, she became a nurse, but eventually, following two back
surgeries, she could no longer carry out the heavy lifting duties
of the job and had to quit.
A country girl and outdoors lover at heart, she wasn’t content just to sit around the house, so she decided to set up a
stand at the end of her driveway to sell a few plants. She sold
out in about a half hour. So she converted her yard into a picturesque setting full of plants and flowers for sale and dubbed
the new enterprise the Potters Shed.
Now, five years later, Gary has added several greenhouses
and even took over her husband’s shop to display her merchandise. She buys her plants locally, and one of her favorite
sources is Williams’ Plants.
Strong in her faith, Gary said she believes wholeheartedly
that opening the Potters Shed was her true calling and loves
meeting and helping people. “It’s more about the people, not
the plants,” she said.
She has many regular customers, some of whom stop by just
to hang out and share what’s going on in their lives. The shop’s
flower garden is a particularly special place where folks have
20
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exchanged prayers. One afternoon, a ladies church group came
to the garden to pray over a friend.
Gary enjoys helping customers figure out what types of
plants will work best for them. Though some people know
exactly what they want, others seek her guidance. After a brief
conversation or simply looking at a picture of where customers
intend to place plants, she can suggest which ones will do best.
She emphasizes the importance of a location’s sun exposure in
figuring out which plants to choose. For Gary, it’s important
that the plants she sells go to the right home where they will
receive proper care.
The Potters Shed has more than 10 varieties of ferns to
choose from, but the Boston ferns are typically the first to sell
out each season. The flowers are beautiful and come in various
colors and sizes, and the shop carries a large selection of clay
pots at the entrance.
The Potters Shed accepts only cash and checks and is
located just south of the East Texas Regional Airport in
Longview at 15121 Highway 322 N. Business hours are 9 a.m.–
5:30 p.m., Tuesday–Friday, and 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. on Saturday.
Gary welcomes customers beginning in early March and until
plants are sold out, usually around June 1. She reopens for the
fall season from the second week of September through midOctober or until sold out.
Visit the Potters Shed Facebook page to see frequent
updates on the various plants and yard decorations offered.
rcelectric.org
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Mark Your Calendar for Savings

Outage
Reports

NEED A NEW, MORE ENERGY-EFFICIENT DISHWASHER OR REFRIGERATOR? IF YOU TIME

To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:

it right, you can enjoy a tax-free purchase on qualifying appliances soon. The
statewide Energy Star Sales Tax Holiday takes place Memorial Day weekend. This
year, it begins Saturday, May 26, at 12:01 a.m. and concludes Monday, May 28, at
11:59 p.m.

a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER

Eligible tax-free appliances include:

a Air conditioners (models priced $6,000 or less)
a Refrigerators (models priced $2,000 or less)
a Ceiling fans
a Incandescent and fluorescent lightbulbs
a Clothes washers
a Dishwashers
a Dehumidifiers
a Programmable thermostats
Keep in mind that appliances purchased for just a few dollars over the allowable
amounts will be fully taxed. For example, a refrigerator that costs $2,050 will be
taxed on the entire purchase price, not just the $50 in excess of the limit. Similarly,
if an item’s sale price is within the price cap but an additional delivery fee pushes it
over the limit, the entire purchase is taxable.
Start researching now so you can take advantage of savings on items that will
likely lower your energy bills.

Rusk County EC will be closed Monday,
May 28, in observance of the holiday.

Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.
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Memorial Day |

This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative

Happy Mother’s Day | Sunday, May 13
rcelectric.org

M -IM AGEP HOTOG RAP HY | ISTOCK.CO M

Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.
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