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RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Cooperative Principles
and Independence Day
Reflect Similar Values
MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON
ONE MEMBER, ONE VOTE. THIS SIMPLE EDICT

year, as part of Rusk County Electric Cooperative’s annual
meeting, each member gets to vote on director candidates—
your co-op decision-makers. We implement Democratic Member Control by putting the decision of who should serve on our
board of directors in your hands.
Representative democracy, coupled with personal investment, is crucial to the co-op way, one that is deeply rooted in
connection, goodwill and equality, and maintains an overarching vision that benefits us all.
That’s the cooperative difference.
Autonomy and Independence is another of
the Seven Cooperative Principles. As the Second Continental Congress adopted our nation’s
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, so
too do cooperatives establish and safeguard
their independence.
We at Rusk County EC maintain our autonomy by only entering into agreements with
organizations and raising capital under terms
that ensure we carry out the vision and meet
the needs of our members. We honor the trust
of our members through judicious use of funds
and know that integrity rivals electricity as our
most precious resource. Without the confidence of our membership, we cease to operate
effectively. So, we plan to maintain our autonomy and your trust for generations to come.
Finally, as July 4 nears, consider the principle of Voluntary and Open Membership. As a
voluntary organization, Rusk County EC is
open to all, without gender, social, racial, political or religious discrimination. Perhaps there is
no higher or more patriotic tenet to uphold in
our cooperative or our country. In times of strife or discord, I
look to these unifying principles for comfort and inspiration
and as a reminder of all that unites us.
Side by side with our members, neighbors and friends, we
honor our history this Independence Day and the spirit of
cooperation that conceived this great nation.
ST EV E DEBENP ORT | ISTOCK.CO M

describes a fundamental element of the way
cooperatives operate and is one of the Seven Cooperative Principles—Democratic Member Control.
With Independence Day just around the corner, this essential component of the cooperative business model strikes a fitting chord. Our nation’s founding citizens sought control over

their own destinies, religious and political freedom and a system of government resistant to tyranny. They sought democracy rooted in the concept of equality—as the Declaration of
Independence elegantly asserts, “all men are created equal.”
Our country’s founding principles resound within your
electric cooperative’s structure and election process. Each
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Grow, Share and Enjoy at the
Rusk County Farmers Market
THE FIRST RUSK COUNTY FARMERS MARKET WAS HELD SATURDAY,

June 5, 2004. Eight vendors set up in parking spaces facing the
county courthouse in downtown Henderson and sold produce
from the backs of their vehicles.
After several weeks, a local banker allowed the market to
move to a location that he owned, along U.S. Highway 79. The
new site provided a gravel parking area with no shade but with
more traffic from the highway. There was also room to install a
billboard and large banner to advertise the market. Unfortunately, the banner had a short life after winds from Hurricane
Rita ripped it from its fastenings and sent it soaring away.
“Through all of the shifting from one place to another, our
core group of customers has been loyal, becoming friends as
well as customers,” said Pat Olson, president of the Rusk
County Farmers Market Association. “The vendors have
changed over time with a few who started on that first day in
2004 and are still bringing their produce to market. Those are
the farmers who are serious about growing good food in spite
of the fact that farming is hard, physically demanding and
financially draining.”
In 2012, the farmers market was in need of a new home as
its site was needed for other purposes. Rusk County organization Leadership Encouraging Activity and Nutrition applied
for a grant from the Texas Department of Health and Human
Services, which was subsequently awarded to the city of Henderson. Funds from that grant were used to build a large pavilrcelectric.org

ion for the farmers market, which still is in use. The pavilion
provides up to 16 vendors with electricity, water and canopies.
As the vendors hope for perfect weather this season, they
encourage the public to come shop, visit and stay a while.
The dates the market opens and closes each year depend on
weather and how much produce is available. Because of the
heavy rains earlier this year, produce is a little later than usual.
In past years, the market has closed as early as August due to
extreme heat that caused a bad crop year and has stayed open
as late as November during good seasons.
Membership in the Rusk County Farmers Market Association is open to farmers and backyard gardeners in Rusk and
surrounding counties. The most important criteria is that produce is fresh and locally grown.
The 2018 grand opening of the Rusk County Farmers Market was Saturday, June 2. Its current location is Fair Park at
South High across the parking lot from the Henderson Activities Center. It’s open on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 7 a.m.
until products are sold out, which is generally around noon.
Shoppers are encouraged to come early so they can browse the
offerings and get the pick of the crop.
The market vendors invite everyone to join them as they
share and enjoy the variety of locally grown vegetables, fruits,
flowers and herbs.
For more information, contact Pat Olson at (903) 863-5691
or (903) 404-3913.
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Severe Weather
Are You Ready?
Lightning strikes kill more Americans than tornadoes or hurricanes.
Don’t take chances with this
deadly force of nature.
Go inside a building and stay away
from windows and doors.
Avoid electric appliances and
metal plumbing and stay off the
phone.
Do not seek shelter under a tree—
they are easy targets.

Latham Celebrates
Retirement
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE EMPLOYEES HONORED JIM LATHAM, MANAGER

of finance and accounting, with a retirement party May 11.
A 1973 graduate of Odessa High School, Latham majored in accounting and
received his bachelor’s in business administration from the University of Texas
at Tyler in 1998 before earning a certified public accountant license in 1999. He
worked at Upshur Rural Electric Cooperative in Gilmer before joining RCEC,
where he worked for the past 15 years.
Latham played drums in the Odessa band Silver Creek, which formed when he
was in high school. Over the years, the members continued to play together occasionally and perform at events. Latham also has played for several other local bands.
Latham was an active member of the Rotary Club in Henderson and could be
seen putting out flags to signal upcoming holidays, presenting scholarships to students and directing bystanders during the Christmas parade.
Latham and his wife, Shirley, reside in the Longview area and look forward to
spending time with friends and family and traveling.
The employees and directors of RCEC wish him the best in his retirement.
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Move to low ground and avoid
open fields.
Whether at the beach or in
a swimming pool, get out of the
water immediately.
Do not touch metal objects, such
as golf clubs or bicycles.
Inside a car is relatively safe, but
do not touch interior metal.
If your hair stands on end, you
may be a target. Crouch low on
the balls of your feet and keep
your knees and hands off the
ground.
Rusk County Electric Cooperative
encourages you to always practice
safety.

rcelectric.org
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Energy Efficiency Considerations
for Prospective Homebuyers

Outage
Reports
To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:

SUMMER IS ONE OF THE BUSIEST SEASONS FOR HOUSE HUNTING BECAUSE FAMILIES

a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER

often prefer to relocate when school is out.
If you’re shopping for a new home, be sure to consider energy costs, which can be
significant expenses for any home. The average home accumulates about $2,500 in
energy expenses per year.
The size of a home is one of the most important factors in determining its energy
costs. As square footage increases, lighting requirements increase and, more importantly, the burden on heating and cooling equipment increases.
In general, newer homes have better energy performance due to advancements
in building codes, but buying a new home does not guarantee efficiency. Building
codes are not always enforced, and a minimum-code home is not nearly as efficient
as homes built to a higher standard. Look for homes that have Energy Star, Built
Green or Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certifications.
Newer manufactured homes are typically much more efficient than older manufactured homes but do not have to meet the same energy code requirements of sitebuilt homes. Residents of manufactured homes spend about 70 percent more on
energy per square foot of living space compared to residents of site-built homes.
Manufactured homes built after 1994 or that are Energy Star certified have superior
energy performance.
Once you are interested in a specific home, consider requesting copies of utility
bills from the sellers to gauge how much it will cost to heat and cool annually.
Although many homebuyers focus on energy features that have the greatest aesthetic impact, such as windows and lighting fixtures, it’s the less visible workings of
appliances that have the biggest effect on energy performance. Heating and cooling
systems account for about half of a home’s energy use and are costly to replace. Here
are a couple of questions homebuyers should consider about heating and cooling:
How old is the heating system? If it’s more than 10 years old, it may be necessary
to replace it in the near-term.
What is the system’s seasonal energy efficiency ratio? Find out the SEER of the
home’s air conditioning system. If the air conditioner has a SEER of less than 10,
you likely will want to replace it.
Doing your homework on your future home’s energy costs can make a big difference in your new monthly budget.

This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative

Happy Independence Day
Our offices will be closed Wednesday, July 4, in observance of the holiday.
rcelectric.org
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Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.
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