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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

More Than 80 Years
Later, You Still Have
the Power
S E RTS | ISTOCK.COM

MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER RICHARD MCLEON
IT’S BEEN MORE THAN 80 YEARS SINCE THE RURAL ELECTRIFICATION

MI CH AEL B ODMANN | I STOCK .COM

program began. To survive—and even prosper—over that period
of time takes considerable strength. The fact that electric cooperatives are alive and
well today speaks volumes of the many people who have protected the rights and
interests of co-op members in Austin and Washington, D.C.
Electric cooperatives have been offering consumers a real choice from the day
our doors first opened. The members get to decide how the business is run and what
services are offered. Under
the watchful eye of locally
elected boards of directors,
electric cooperatives focus
on delivering high-quality,
reliable and affordable
service every day to the
people and businesses they
serve. Your cooperative
still is committed to making a difference.
While your cooperative
works to keep electricity
affordable and reliable by
improving the efficiency of
its electric system and
operations, considering
new resources and staying
politically active, you can
do your part by using
energy efficiently at home
and work. Here are a few easy ways to trim your energy use:
a Caulk or weatherstrip windows and doors. A typical home can lose as much as
one-third of its conditioned air through leaks.
a Install a programmable thermostat and change filters regularly. About half of
your electric bill is spent heating and cooling your home.
a Wash clothes in cold water.
a Wash only full loads of dishes and clothes.
a Add more insulation in your attic. Your home can lose energy through a poorly
insulated roof or walls.
a Turn off lights, appliances and electronics when not in use.
Life may be dramatically different from what it was 80 years ago, but one thing
hasn’t changed: Rusk County Electric Cooperative is here to serve you.
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Keep Kids Safe
All Summer
YOU MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO KEEP YOUR
eyes on your children every minute this
summer while they’re roaming around
the neighborhood having fun, so teach
them the dangers of electricity.
a The most important lesson about
outdoor electrical safety: Never touch a
power line. A downed line may seem like
it’s “dead,” but chances are it’s still energized. Touching it with a hand, toy or
stick could be deadly.
a If a kite, balloon or another toy gets
caught in an overhead power line, do not
try to dislodge it by throwing shoes or
other items at it. Call your electric cooperative if you must retrieve the item.
a Stay far away from overhead power
lines while flying kites or drones or using
large toys—so they don’t come into contact with energized lines.
a Do not climb utility poles or trees
that are close to power lines.
a Don’t post signs, balloons, ribbons
or anything else on utility poles or electrical equipment.
a Stay out of electrical substations—
even to rescue a pet. Substations house
high-voltage equipment that can electrocute a person.
a Don’t touch electrical toys that are
standing in a puddle or floating in a pool.
rcelectric.org
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Knowing the Truth
Can Save Your Life
ELECTRICITY IS A WONDERFUL PRODUCT THAT MOST OF US COULDN’T DREAM OF DOING

without. It is the hardest-working, cleanest and safest form of energy available.
But staying safe around electricity requires knowledge—knowing when electricity is safe and when it isn’t. Here’s a guide.
FICTION: It is safe to work on a machine or appliance if it is turned off.
FACT: Power to the appliance should be disconnected completely—by unplugging
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it or turning off the circuit breaker—before any maintenance or repair is done.
FICTION: Low-voltage current, used in homes, cannot hurt me.
FACT: Low voltage can kill you. Normal household current has many times the

Did You
Know?

minimum amperage necessary to halt the function of your heart and lungs.
FICTION: A power line on the ground is dead if it isn’t moving, sparking or popping.
FACT: Never be fooled by appearances. Many times, wires may give every indica-

tion of being dead when the opposite is true. Do not try to move any wire using rope
or wood—or anything else. Stay at least 35 feet away and notify your electric cooperative immediately.

Benjamin Franklin didn’t discover
electricity, but he did prove that
lightning is a form of electrical
energy.

FICTION: All power lines are insulated.
FACT: The majority of power lines are NOT insulated, and those that are insu-

lated may have degraded due to weather and other factors. Assume that no power
line is safe to go near.
FICTION: If a fuse continues to blow, maybe I just need a larger one.
FACT: If a fuse is blowing repeatedly (or a circuit breaker keeps tripping), the cir-

cuit should be checked by an electrician. Replacing a fuse with one of a higher
amperage could result in a fire.
FICTION: I can work around electricity safely if I wear rubber boots.
FACT: Common rubber boots offer almost no protection at all. Most rubber boots

contain lampblack, which conducts electricity.
FICTION: Wood is an insulator, and wooden ladders cannot conduct electricity.
FACT: Wood is a poor conductor, but it can conduct electricity, especially when

wet or when it has metal attachments. Using a wooden ladder when working with
live electrical wiring is not a guarantee of safety.
The folks at your electric cooperative know the facts—and the fiction—about
electric safety and want you to know, too.
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Power Tip

rcelectric.org

Here’s a simple, energy-saving
trick for your home: Get painting.
Light paint colors on walls and
ceilings reflect more light, making
rooms brighter and reducing the
need for high-wattage lightbulbs.
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Youth Tour: Changing the
Lives of America’s Youths
Rusk County EC teens return from transformative experience
THE STARS AT NIGHT WERE BIG AND BRIGHT DEEP IN THE HEART

of Texas as 150 students representing 60 electric cooperatives
arrived in Austin on June 6 for Youth Tour, a 10-day, allexpenses-paid adventure to Austin and Washington, D.C. The
trip teaches teens about government and rural electrification
through tours of memorials, monument and museums; congressional meetings; and bonding experiences. Jackson Blair,
Riley Seegers and Coulter Stacy represented Rusk County
Electric Cooperative on the annual trip this year.
The students began their journey with an orientation dinner, where they heard tales of past trips from Youth Tour
alumni. Students spent the following day in Austin visiting
government and historic sites, such as the Texas State Cemetery, Zilker Botanical Garden, the state Capitol and Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum.
At about 5:15 a.m. the next day, the students loaded onto
chartered buses to head to the airport to begin the next leg of
their adventure in Washington. During the first 40 years or so
of Texas’ participation in Youth Tour, students traveled by bus
from Dallas to Washington. Back then, six days of the trip were
spent on the road—eating, sleeping and forging deep bonds.

Youth Tour History
Lyndon B. Johnson, a Texas native and the 36th United States
president, helped rural areas get electricity and inspired co-op
leaders to create a youth leadership program. As part of their
effort to improve members’ lives, electric cooperatives fol20
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lowed Johnson’s call in 1957 to send youths to Washington to
“actually see what the flag stands for and represents.” Out of
his remarks was born the Government-in-Action Youth Tour,
which is still going strong decades later. More than 50,000 students have participated nationwide since 1965.
Sponsored by electric cooperatives in Texas and 43 other
states, Youth Tour sends teenagers on a supervised trip to
Washington to be immersed in U.S. government, history and
culture. Some 1,800 students traveled to D.C. for Youth Tour
this year.
On what has been described as the trip of a lifetime, students see more of the capital in a few days than is possible for
the average tourist. Careful planning also allows the young visitors to meet their congressional representatives.
“It’s seeing your government in action. It’s bringing your
history book to life. It’s the embodiment of the national fabric
that made this country great,” a former Youth Tour coordinator said. “You get a deeper appreciation for being in America
and a deeper appreciation for freedom and sacrifice.”
These experiences have transformative powers, as the
youths return home changed. “When they come back, they
come back matured,” says Esther Dominguez, Texas Electric
Cooperative’s Youth Tour coordinator. “It’s magic.”
Youth Tour also helps youths understand how national
events, such as the Vietnam War, affected their families. One
young woman realized the scope of the war in which her
father served and returned altered. She wrote a poem with
rcelectric.org
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Outage
Reports
To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:
a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER
This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

the message, “Daddy, tonight I understand.”
The outcomes of Youth Tour are also long-lasting. The trip often inspires educational and career choices, the desire to travel, an appreciation for electric cooperatives
and, in some cases, love. Several pairs of Youth Tour participants have married
through the years. More than one attendee has been elected to Congress or to the
Texas Legislature. And many return to serve their communities or work at their local
electric cooperatives.
“You’re planting a seed at a time when teenagers are at the most vulnerable
growth period,” a former Youth Tour coor dinator said. “You’re cultivating civic
pride, and it carries on as they grow up to be adults. And that is a result of the Youth
Tour program.”
Rusk County EC students who attended Youth Tour 2018, in their own words:

“They weren’t kidding when they said this would be the trip of a lifetime. I met so many
wonderful people and visited some of the most historic locations in our nation’s history.
The many memories and friends I made on this trip will be cherished forever.”
—Jackson Blair
“The tour was a life-changing experience for me. It was interesting learning more
about our nation and how our government works to improve it. Not only did I learn a
lot on this trip but also made friends that would last a lifetime. It was definitely a beneficial and enjoyable trip.”
—Riley Seegers
“The whole experience was beyond words, and I think it will have a permanent effect
on my life. Meeting other Texans and Americans was a great experience. By far the
most amazing visit was the night tour at the Capitol building with Congressman Louie
Gohmert.”
—Coulter Stacy
rcelectric.org

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative
Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.
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