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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Disasters Don’t Plan
Ahead, But You Should
MESSAGE FROM
INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER JIM LATHAM

Gantt Receives Loss
Control Certification

BE PREPARED. IT’S A SCOUT’S TIMELESS MOTTO AND SAGE ADVICE
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LANITA GANTT, RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC
Cooperative’s director of safety and training, has completed an intensive program
in electric utility safety and loss control.
The Loss Control Internship is a series of
workshops offered by the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association in conjunction with the National Utility Training
and Safety Education Association. The
program is designed to instruct participants in many areas related to safety in
the electric utility industry.
One of the goals of a Certified Loss
Control Professional is to help ensure a
safe work environment for utility workers
and the public in general.
Gantt is one of the few electricity utility professionals in the country who will
receive this certification this year.

We will be closed Monday, September 3,
for the holiday. As always, crews will be
on standby in the event of an emergency.
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Happy Labor Day!
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for all of us. September is National Preparedness Month, a good
opportunity to stress the importance of planning for the unexpected, particularly
harsh storms, while affirming Rusk County Electric Cooperative’s commitment to
doing the same in our own backyard.
A critical component of preparedness is having an emergency communication
plan for your family. Something as simple as a list of names and phone numbers
tucked away in a wallet or purse could make all the difference if the power goes out
and your cellphone battery dies.
Co-ops have their own detailed
communication plans for crises,
when staying in touch becomes particularly important and our employees have to be able to reach one
another and our members.
While a written contact list is
vital, we also use technology to stay
updated in the event of a rapidly
unfolding situation. Electronic notifications are available for everything from changes in weather to
voice messages from local law
enforcement. Check with your
county’s office of emergency management or sheriff to sign up for
alerts for your area. It makes sense
to take advantage of all available
tools in an emergency.
Finally, assemble an emergency
supply kit to see you through a few
days, with or without electricity.
The kit should include essential items such as water, nonperishable food, a batterypowered or hand-crank radio, flashlight, batteries, a first-aid kit, medications and
copies of important personal documents.
Keeping your vehicle’s gas tank full and some cash on hand are also prudent
steps. Maps of the area, pet supplies and activities to keep kids occupied could be
important as well. A few moments of rounding up many or all of these things into a
bag or container and informing everyone in your home of its location could make a
potentially dangerous situation merely unpleasant or, hopefully, just inconvenient.
Just as Rusk County EC takes steps to be ready for whatever disasters may come
our way, we encourage you to prepare now for your safety and that of your family.
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Outdoor Electrical Safety

Lighting that improves the look and safety of our homes, electric tools that make outdoor work easier and
power lines to our homes all need to be handled with care. Get a handle on outdoor safety with these tips:
Outside Electrical Work

Power Lines

• Have a qualified electrician do all electrical work.
• To prevent an electrical shock, make sure all outdoor

• Alert your electric cooperative to branches that look

electrical receptacles are protected with a groundfault circuit interrupter, or GFCI.

Equipment Safety
• Use lighting and power tools that have been tested
•
•
•
•
•
•
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by a qualified test laboratory, and make sure they
are made for outdoor use.
Store power tools indoors.
Keep electric tools away from children.
Keep the area around your electric meter and other
electrical equipment clear.
Check lighting and extension cords for damage
before use. Replace any damaged cords right away.
Use only extension cords that are listed by a qualified test laboratory and rated for outdoor use.
Extension cords are not meant for long-term use.

like they may fall on electric wiring.

• Use only wooden or fiberglass ladders outdoors.
Keep ladders at least 10 feet away from power lines.

• Never touch anyone or anything in contact with a
downed wire because it still may be live. Stay at
least 35 feet away. Report downed wires to authorities right away.

Call Before You Dig
Call 811 before doing
any digging on your
property. Professionals will mark where
your underground
utilities are located—
at no charge to you.
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Spice Up Your Trailside Meal With
Jimmie’s Chuckwagon Seasonings

LEFT: Sandra and Mitch Davis with some of their tasty seasonings.
ABOVE: Mitch mixes up a batch of popular Jimmie’s Chuckwagon

seasonings.

RIVER MANUFACTURING IS THE COMPANY BEHIND JIMMIE’S CHUCK-

wagon Barbecue Seasonings. It’s a small, family-owned business that was established around 1955 by a man from Mount
Enterprise named Jimmie Rivers. In 1993, Mitch Davis and his
wife, Sandra, bought River Manufacturing after many years of
trying to convince Rivers to sell them the company. After taking over, the Davises moved the business to Henderson, where
they reside.
The Davises originally set up the company in the old Cole’s
Flower Mart on Longview Drive in Henderson. Mitch worked
at Texas Eastman while operating River Manufacturing until
he retired in 2005, when he then devoted his time fully to the
seasoning company. In 2007, Mitch, Sandra and their two
daughters, Sarah and Mallory, moved to family land in Rusk
County, where Mitch was also able to set up his business.
Mitch still uses the concrete mixer—with food-grade epoxy
coating—to mix the seasonings as they were in 1955 when the
first products were made. The seasonings are mixed, packaged,
labeled and shipped straight from his shop. Mitch said his perfectionist tendencies mean every label must be straight.
The dry rub seasoning, which is mainly used on meat
cooked outside on a barbecue pit, pairs great with casseroles
and cooked vegetables—even cabbage. “It’s good on everything
except ice cream and watermelon,” a customer said.
Jimmie’s Chuckwagon seasonings are not just popular with
local folks. The Davises ship their products to California, Oklahoma, Louisiana, the Carolinas, Alabama and various locations
across Texas. They have shipped as far away as Japan but
mostly ship to the Southern United States.
Much of the Jimmie’s Chuckwagon business is conducted
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through mail order. To place an order, visit the company’s website, jimmieschuckwagon.com, click on Contact Us at the top
of the page and enter your order. You also can send an email to
rivermfg@aol.com with order information. If you prefer to
order by phone or have questions, call (903) 657-2132. You also
can purchase the seasonings at Texas Fresh Produce on the
Kilgore Highway in Henderson.
A basket filled with Jimmie’s Chuckwagon seasonings is a
great gift for anyone, especially that hard-to-please person in
your life. The holidays are just around the corner, and one of
these seasonings might be the perfect addition to give that
ham, turkey or pot of beans the savory flavor it needs.
River Manufacturing offers four different blends and
seasonings:
Chuckwagon Blend: This blend is the original. It is one of, if
not the, oldest continuously marketed dry rubs/seasonings in
the South. This rub began in the early ’50s and has had a steady
following ever since. There’s not quite as much kick as the rotisserie blend, so it’s an ideal seasoning for children and the everpresent “tendermouth.” It’s a great all-around blend for the
grill, the smoker or the kitchen and comes in a 12-ounce jar.
Chili Blend: The chili blend is a combination of seasonings,
including chili pepper, paprika, garlic, onion salt, sugar and
some “special seasonings,” that make a perfect pot of chili.
Only 3 tablespoons of chili blend per pound of meat is
required, and it ships in an 8-ounce jar.
Pinto Bean Seasoning: The pinto bean seasoning is a wonderful blend of flavors that suits a pot of pintos to a T. Whether
you use it alone or with one of the other products, you just
can’t beat it. If you love a good pot of pintos and cornbread,
rcelectric.org
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you must have some of this seasoning. It comes in an 8-ounce jar.
Rotisserie Blend: The rotisserie blend is by far the No. 1 seller. It has won scores of
cook-offs all across the South in all categories (brisket, ribs, pork roasts and chicken).
It is truly a unique seasoning due to the fact that it’s good on everything (well, maybe
not ice cream or watermelon). If you want a little more kick, it’s also available in a
“hot” version—a great way to liven up some hot wings or ribs. It also makes a great
pot of pinto beans along with about the best hamburger you will ever eat. Packaged in
5-pound bags, it will season 100–150 pounds of meat depending on personal taste.

History of Chuck Wagon Seasoning and Cooking
The chuck wagon originated in the 1860s as a mobile kitchen used to prepare meals
for those who worked along cattle drives. It was a necessity that the cook feed the men
with foods that would last several months in the scorching heat, so he used dry goods
such as coffee, beans, baking powder, flour, cornmeal, rice, sugar, dried chili peppers,
dried fruit and salt. Utilizing these ingredients, a chuckwagon cook had to be able to
build and cook over an open fire. Hardwood was used for fuel and mesquite for flavor.
Charles Goodnight is said to have devised the first chuck wagon, which he developed from an Army wagon. It was fitted with various shelves and compartments for
storing food, cooking equipment, eating utensils and other essential supplies. Cooks
tended to be paid double the “dollar a day” the cowhands earned.

Outage
Reports
To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:
a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER
This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

Plant for Beauty and Energy Efficiency
YOU MAY PLANT SHRUBS AND BUSHES TO MAKE YOUR YARD LOOK NICER. THEY ALSO

can lower your energy bill. Careful landscape planning can help protect your house
from summer’s hot sun and winter’s cold winds.
Here’s a quick guide to saving energy through smart planting:

a Determine the climate in your area and even in your yard. Does your house sit
on a sunny hill? Does it get more wind than most?
a The best landscaping combines trees for shading in the summer and those that
serve as windbreaks in the winter.
a Trees can reduce air temperature nearby by up to 9 degrees, according to the
U.S. Department of Energy. Air underneath trees can be 25 degrees cooler than the
area above unshaded blacktop.
a Plant deciduous trees—the kind that shed their leaves in the fall—with high,
spreading branches to the south of your home. This allows for ultimate shading in
the summer, while still letting winter solar heat filter in. To the west, plant trees
with lower crowns to block afternoon sun.
a Deciduous trees of 6–8 feet can begin to shade your home the first year,
although 5–10 years will pass before they’re tall enough to shade the roof. Use
shrubs, vines and groundcover to line walkways and windows for additional cooling.
a If winter wind is a concern, design windbreaks to reduce wind chill. Plant a
combination of trees, shrubs and bushes with low crowns to the north and northwest of your home. Dense evergreen trees protect best, but plant them at a distance
of two to five times their maximum height. As a backup, plant bushes and vines
about a foot from the house to create insulating air space.
Remember to stay well clear of power lines when planting trees. The goal is for a tree
to grow, so make sure you’ll have plenty of clearance even when it reaches maturity.
By incorporating energy-saving ideas into your landscape plans, you can have a
beautiful yard and a lower energy bill year-round.
rcelectric.org

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative
Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.
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