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Co-op News
RUSK COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Sow the Holiday
Spirit All Year Long

MESSAGE FROM
INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER JIM LATHAM

ASIS EEI T | ISTOCK.COM

ative world, particularly resonates with many of us during the holidays. And it’s no wonder, what with all the entreaties to donate time and resources to
charitable causes late in the year. We at Rusk County Electric Cooperative encourage
our members to give to the causes they hold dear and in whatever ways they can. We’d
also like to issue a gentle reminder that many agencies and organizations struggle to
keep afloat at other times of the year, when offerings aren’t so abundant.
It’s in this spirit and
with an unwavering goal of
serving our community
that Rusk County EC contributes to efforts like food
drives and Relay For Life
year-round. The holidays
are a wonderful time to
help those in need, of
course, and the spike in
giving during the holidays
can be immensely helpful.
However, many nonprofits
would benefit greatly from
a more balanced approach
to giving.
Whether you have a bit
of time or money to spare
and whatever your chosen
beneficiary, think about
spreading out your assistance over the course of
the year. Modest, regular contributions of time or financial support to an organization of your choosing can be more sustaining than seasonal giving. Many charities
offer monthly donation programs.
It’s also worth remembering that thoughtful gestures can have a big impact on
those who otherwise may feel left out of holiday festivities. Something as simple as
checking in on an ill or elderly neighbor or delivering a special treat or notes of
thanks to those who don’t get to spend the holidays with their loved ones (including
first responders, medical personnel and, often, our own dedicated lineworkers)
could warm someone’s heart.
However you enjoy the beauty of the season, Rusk County EC wishes you and
yours a very merry Christmas and happy holidays.
18

Texas Co-op Power RUSK COUNTY EC December 2018

GEORGIJEVIC | ISTOCK.COM

CONCERN FOR COMMUNITY, A FOUNDING PRINCIPLE IN THE COOPER-

Beware of
Scammers
WE WANT YOU TO BE AWARE OF A
growing phone scam that targets utility
customers.
Phone scammers posing as your
utility provider call and insist you are
delinquent on your bill. These scammers may trick your caller ID to make it
look like the call is from your utility
provider. They may threaten to turn off
your power unless you pay them immediately, or they may tell you to put
money on a prepaid debit card then
ask for the card number.
Never give out your personal information over the phone. Protect yourself
from this and other forms of fraud.
Rusk County Electric Cooperative will
never call and ask for payment over the
phone.
If you receive a call that seems like a
scam:
1. Hang up.
2. Call Rusk County EC at the phone
number on your bill.
rcelectric.org
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Avoid the 12 Dangers of Christmas

Outage
Reports

WHILE THE HOLIDAYS ARE A JOYOUS TIME OF YEAR, THEY ALSO CAN BE HAZARDOUS IF

To report an outage to Rusk County EC,
please call (903) 657-4571 and have one
of the following numbers available:

simple safety precautions aren’t taken. Learn from the mistakes of the naughty
Christmas elf as you and your loved ones celebrate the holiday season.
1. Keep decorations at least 3 feet away from any open flame or heating element.
2. Carefully inspect holiday light strings each year and discard any with frayed
cords, cracked lamp holders or loose connections.
3. Do not run cords under carpets, rugs or furniture or out of windows.
4. Do not overload outlets and do not string multiple extension cords together.
5. Sometimes less is more—be careful not to overdecorate.
6. Always turn off decorations when you’re sleeping or leaving your home.
7. Keep your natural Christmas tree hydrated. Water it daily and dispose of it
quickly after the holidays or when it gets dry.
8. When hanging outdoor lights, keep electrical connectors off the ground and
away from metal rain gutters. Use plastic clips instead of metal nails or tacks to hold
them in place.
9. Use an outdoor timer certified by CSA International to switch lights on and
off. Lights should be turned on after 7 p.m. to avoid electricity peak load times.
10. Test your smoke alarms monthly to make sure they work, and install smoke and
carbon monoxide alarms on every level of your home—especially near sleeping areas.
11. Keep batteries safely stored in their packaging; they can be deadly if swallowed.
12. Never toss anything but logs into your fireplace. Evergreens burn too hot and
increase fire risk, and burning wrapping paper can create hazardous fumes.

a ACCOUNT NUMBER
a METER NUMBER
This information allows us to quickly and
accurately locate information about your
service and will expedite repairs.
Outages can also be
reported through your
SmartHub account on
your smartphone.

Rusk County
Electric Cooperative

ARTFOLI OP HOTO | I STOCK.COM

Like us on Facebook for
energy-saving and safety
tips, co-op updates and
much more.

rcelectric.org
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A Perfect Fudge for All
AT AGE 18, ZACKARY GRAHAM CREATED WHAT HAS BEEN CALLED

the perfect fudge.
Graham concocted the tasty treat by combining his passions for innovative cooking and everything chemistry. It took
several attempts, but with persistence and perseverance, he
soon created the perfect recipe for a fudge he would proudly
share with the world, and today he is the owner of a fullfledged fudge-making business: Fudge for All.
“Fudge for All is a family company devoted to delivering
products that are more than just fudge—they are an experience,” Graham says. “With everything from the taste and the
smell to the sheer textures incorporated and the visual appeal,
our fudge puts together the pieces in combinations only made
possible by precise chemistry. Through our processes, we make
candy perfection possible, one batch at a time.”
And creating that perfection is certainly a family affair. In
addition to running Fudge for All, Graham is a full-time student at the University of Texas in Tyler with plans of becoming
a certified registered nurse anesthetist, which means his time
is limited. His fiancée helps with day-to-day operations and
20
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provides ideas, and other family members also contribute support, time and ideas.
Graham says he has spent many early mornings and late
nights on his business and his studies, all in an effort to provide for his family the best he possibly can. He says the responsibilities of parenting a young son inspired him to become a
young entrepreneur while also working on a college degree.
And even after he graduates, Graham says he will continue
making fudge with the help of his family.
Graham credits his mother and grandmother—both excellent cooks, he says—for his initial interest in cooking. That
interest inspired him to develop his own cooking skills, which
he fused with creativity, his love of chemistry and a desire to
make something special to share with others. He has since
developed some 30 flavors of fudge.
“There isn’t a single thing that makes our fudge special—
there are many,” he says. “I have paired art, culture and a
supreme element of surprise and wonder into a half-pound
brick of fudge. The love for what I do is driven by the expression each piece brings to my customers’ and family’s faces,
rcelectric.org
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which transcends into pride for my work. Our fudge is handstirred, -poured and -packaged. This means that careful consideration is given to each box from start to finish.”
Fudge for All’s products come in nicely packaged boxes that
make great prewrapped gifts. The boxes are sealed with ribbon
and wax to ensure that they are fresh and haven’t been tampered with.
Upon special request, they can provide custom packaging
for holidays or events. However, they tend to have seasonally
themed packaging and flavors for new releases. This past October, new flavors included pumpkin spice, butterscotch and
caramel green apple.
“I like to take flavors that I encounter personally and enjoy,
put a unique spin on them and put them out at times of the
year in which they would most likely be encountered,” Graham
says. “However, all new releases are permanent, so even after
they are released, we continue to make and sell them after
their release month.”
Fudge for All’s best-sellers among its classic flavors are sea
salt caramel pecan and chocolate pecan. In other flavor categories, favorites include lemon cream, wild blueberry muffin
and cherry bomb pie.
Considering Graham’s creativity and his company’s diverse
offerings, one might think Graham would have considered
making a pickle-flavored fudge, since that seems to be a popurcelectric.org

lar food and drink flavor these days, but he says he hadn’t
thought of it. “Who knows? Perhaps there is a niche market for
pickle-flavored candies that would appreciate a quality pickle
fudge,” he says. “I’ll have to look into it later on down the road
if I get requests.”
Pickle varieties aside, Fudge for All customers have a wide
array of flavors to choose from. To place an order, go to the
company’s website, fudgeforall.com, and click the Products tab
to find the flavor you want. Or go to their contact page and
enter the required information.
After placing an order, it usually ships within three days.
The fudge will stay good for three months in an unopened box
but also will keep well for long periods after cutting if stored in
a zip-close bag. The fudge is sold in half-pound boxes for $12
and 1-pound boxes for $20.
In Henderson, Graham’s fudge is sold at Texas Fresh and
Kelly B’s downtown. In Longview, you can purchase his fudge
at Barron’s.
Graham invites folks to stop by his booth at area festivals
and events to sample his selection of fudge and decide which is
their favorite. With all the different flavors, you will certainly
find one that you like. Fudge for All also caters various events,
including birthdays, weddings, special occasions and holidays.
Fudge for All is locally owned and operated—just like your
electric cooperative.
December 2018 RUSK COUNTY EC Texas Co-op Power
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12 Tips for Winter Efficiency

FOR MANY OF US, WINTER MEANS HOLIDAY SHOPPING, HOT

chocolate and time spent with friends and family. For those of
us trying to save money, this part of the year also means finding new ways to conserve energy. Check out these top 12 tips:
1. Seal and insulate your home. You can prevent heat from
escaping and cold from entering your home—lowering your
heating bills—by insulating and air sealing your home.
2. Use a programmable thermostat. You can reduce energy
waste by using a programmable thermostat that can lower the
temperature setting at specific times, such as when you're
asleep or away from home, and increase the heat before you
get back for dinner.
3. Install Energy Star doors and windows. Doors and windows
are places where cold and warm air easily can escape. By
installing energy-efficient doors and windows that are Energy
Star-certified, you’ll save energy and money thanks to their
better insulation.
4. Use LED holiday lights. LEDs are at least 75 percent
more efficient and last up to 25 times longer than traditional
incandescent lights. And LEDs produce almost no heat,
which reduces fire risk.
5. Turn off the lights. The savings from consistently turning
off lights—and computers and TVs—when they aren’t being
used can add up. If you’re out on vacation this winter, use
timers to turn lights off and on to mimic the house being occupied and save energy over leaving lights on all the time.
6. Lower the water heater temperature. One significant way to
reduce energy consumption if you’re away on vacation is to
22
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simply lower your water heater setting. If you’ll be gone three
or more consecutive days, set the water heater to the lowest or
“vacation” setting, if there is one.
7. Unplug electronics. When you are away, unplug kitchen
appliances, DVD players, TVs and computers to save energy
and money. These electronics can use up energy even when
they’re turned off.
8. Use power strips. If the idea of running around your home
to unplug everything is a bit too much, use power strips to
power multiple appliances, then turn everything off with a flip
of the power strip’s switch.
9. Adjust blinds and curtains. Close your curtains and shades
at night to protect against cold drafts and open them during
the day to let in warming sunlight.
10. Lay down a rug for more heat. You'll not only help insulate your floors, you'll cut down on noise, too.
11. Reverse ceiling fans. When you reverse the direction of
your fan (there’s a little switch on the motor housing), the fan
will push warm air downward and recirculate it through the
room. To ensure your fan is spinning in the correct direction,
set it so the blades are spinning clockwise when you look up.
12. Weatherproof windows. During the winter, up to 30 percent of your home’s heat can escape through low-efficiency
windows. Upgrading to storm windows can reduce heat loss
but often requires a costly installation. For a budget-friendly
alternative, cover windows and sliding doors with clear plastic
film (readily available at home improvement stores). This simple trick can save you up to 14 percent on your heating bill.
rcelectric.org
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
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Turkey Enchiladas
6 cups shredded, cooked turkey
1 large onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons (¼ stick) butter
1 package (1.61 ounces) brown gravy
mix
1 can (19 ounces) chili without beans
1 can (10 ounces) enchilada sauce
12 corn tortillas
½ cup shredded cheddar cheese
½ cup shredded Monterey Jack
cheese
Sour cream (optional)
Sliced avocado (optional)

1. Put turkey in a large mixing bowl.
In a skillet, sauté onion and garlic in
butter until clear. Mix with turkey
and set aside.
2. In a saucepan, prepare gravy per
directions on package. Stir in chili
and enchilada sauce. Heat until
warm, stirring occasionally.
3. Heat oven to 350 degrees. Put a
small baking dish near the stovetop.
Dip tortilla in gravy mixture and lay
in baking dish, fill with turkey and
roll up; repeat for each tortilla, putting rolled tortillas side by side.
Pour remaining gravy mixture over
enchiladas. Top with mixed cheeses.
Bake 30–45 minutes, or until sauce
is bubbling. Serve with sour cream
and avocado slices, if desired.

To allow our employees to enjoy the holidays with
their families, Rusk County Electric Cooperative
will be closed Monday–Tuesday, December 24–25, for
Christmas and Tuesday, January 1, for New Year’s.

rcelectric.org

L I L I B OAS | I STO C K .CO M

We wish you a Christmas filled with the wonder
of the birth of Christ, the warmth of the holiday
spirit and the love of family and friends.

Find this and more delicious recipes online at

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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