Although much of the state is
unaccustomed to snow and
ice, temperatures can fall
below freezing even in South
Texas. Wet snow and ice snap
tree branches and cause elec-
tric lines to sag.

To make our families safe
and comfortable during a
winter power outage:

e Report any outages.

e Turn off electrical appliances
that were operating at the time
the power went off, including
your heating system. Leave one
light on so you'll know when
service has been restored.

e Keep warm by closing off rooms
you don’t need and use only
safe sources of heat, like a
wood stove. Do not burn char-
coal indoors—it releases carbon
monoxide, which is deadly. If you
operate lanterns or fuel-fired
cook stoves or heaters, make
sure that you have adequate
ventilation to keep harmful
fumes from accumulating.

e Don't drive unless absolutely
necessary until road conditions
improve. If you must drive, go
slowly and pump your brakes to
stop.

e Be extra careful not to slip on
treacherous ice.

Ice storms are more than a
nuisance—they can be deadly!
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